
Who is a North Shore 
visitor? What do they 
do on the North 
Shore? 
A total of 2,250 visitors 
took a survey while visiting 
North Shore recreation sites 
during either the 2015 
winter (Jan. 8-Feb. 16) or 
summer (July 15 –Aug. 3) 
tourism season.  

 

 
 
We asked visitors, 
“Do you think 
climate change is 
happening? …
How sure are 
you?” 

Who are visitors? How might they be affected by climate? 
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 Summer Activities Winter Activities 

Most 
common: 

Scenic driving, hiking, 
visiting cultural sites, 
swimming, picnicking, 
wildlife viewing, rock 
collecting, camping 

Scenic driving, hiking, 
downhill skiing, vis-
iting cultural sites, 

cross-country skiing 

Planned to, 
but could not: 

Boating, ATV riding, 
bicycling, horseback 

riding, hunting 

Dog-sledding, snow-
mobiling, sledding, 

hunting 

The average North Shore visitor: 
 Has been coming to the North Shore for 17 yrs 

 Is from Minnesota 

 Stays on the North Shore for less than a week 
(typically visitors stay 2 nights during the winter 
and 4 nights during the summer season)  

 Visits twice per season (winter or summer) 

 Travels in a group of 3 people  

 Plan their trip 1 week - 1 month prior to visiting 
the North Shore 
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What affects changes in visitors’ trips to the North Shore: 
“Identify” means visitors 

feel strongly that “the 

North Shore is a part of” 

who they are. 

“Risk Perceptions” are visitors’ 

feelings that changes in climate 

will negatively or positively 

impact their future trips.  

 Winter Visitors Summer Visitor 

Travel Costs   

Risk perceptions 

(about future trips)   

“Identifying” with 

the North Shore   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The current forest composition and wildlife species create a 
meaningful recreation setting. Many visitors are at least “somewhat 
likely” to go somewhere else if forest composition (birch, spruce, fir; 42%) and 
wildlife populations (moose, lynx, snowshoe hare; 38%) were to change on the North Shore. 

  

How will visitors 
respond to a 
changing climate? 
When we show visitors 
potential future 
conditions (like the ones 
to the right) and ask 
them how often they 
would visit in the 
future… Visitors still say 
they will come about 
twice per season. 

  Who are visitors? How might they be affected by climate? 
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